
2020 Legislative Landscape



Legal Challenges V.



ACS CAN supports:

Reversing expansion of Short Term 
Limited Duration insurance plans 

 Limitations on Association Health Plans 

 Legislation to address surprise billing

 Establishing a reinsurance program

Restoring outreach and enrollment 
funding 

 Enacting the patient protections in the 
Affordable Care Act into state law {pre-
existing conditions, no life time or 
annual limits}

Legislative

Market Reforms



Medicaid 



Join the conversation

coversMedicaid US



Utilization 

Management 

 One in three cancer patients and caregivers of cancer 
patients (34%) report experiencing delays in their or their 
loved one’s cancer care because their physician was 
waiting on approval from their health insurance plan for 
a cancer treatment, test, or prescription medicine.

 Majorities of physicians report delays in their patients’ 
cancer care are happening frequently because of having 
to wait for approval from their patients’ health insurance 
plans.

 Younger cancer patients and caregivers are more likely to 
report they or their loved one have experienced delays in 
cancer care (58% among ages 18-44, 28% among ages 45-
64, and 17% among ages 65+).

 Seven in ten physicians or more report that UM 
techniques are having a negative impact on their cancer 
patients’ care.



• The Legislation will:

 Ensure step therapy protocols are based on
widely-accepted medical and clinical practice
guidelines.

 Create a clear and expeditious process to
request a medical exception and requiring a
response by the patient’s health plan within 72
hours for non-emergency and 24 hours for
emergency situations.

 Provides certain circumstances for a patient
to override the step therapy protocol when the
drug required under the step therapy protocol

• The Legislation will not:
 Require a health plan to cover any

prescription drug not already on formulary and
does not make any changes to the benefit
design, formulary coverage, tiering of drugs or
out of pocket requirements of the patient.

 Prevent insurance companies from using step
therapy or limit the number of required steps.

 Prevent insurers from requiring prior
authorization before covering a prescription.

 Prevent insurers from requiring patients to
try a generic version of a drug if it is equivalent
to the brand name prescription.



Addressing the epidemic 
of youth tobacco use
E-cigarettes

Prohibiting all flavored tobacco 
products, including mint and 
menthol

Engaging at all levels of 
government

Call on FDA to regulate and 
Administration to take action

Federal legislation

State & local efforts










