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Houston-Area Latino Officials Call for Accountability  
on ICE Enforcement at NALEO’s 43rd Annual Conference 

 
Roundtable with press brought Houston leaders together to demand  
transparency following the fatal shooting of Lorenzo Salgado Araujo 

 

LOS ANGELES, CA – Houston-area Latino elected officials convened a media roundtable last 
Wednesday, July 15, with the support of NALEO Educational Fund, to address the impact of ICE 
enforcement actions on Latino families and call for greater accountability. The roundtable, held 
during NALEO’s 43rd Annual Conference in Los Angeles, came one week after the fatal shooting 
of Houston construction worker Lorenzo Salgado Araujo by an ICE officer — a case that has 
drawn national scrutiny. 
 
Participating officials included Harris County Commissioner Adrian Garcia, newly elected NALEO 
Board Secretary; Harris County Commissioner Lesley Briones, a NALEO Lifetime Member; Texas 
State Senator Carol Alvarado; Texas State Representatives Armando Walle, Mary Ann Perez, 
and Christina Morales; and Houston City Councilmembers Mario Castillo and Joaquin Martinez. 
Officials spoke to the toll enforcement actions are taking on their communities and outlined the 
accountability measures they believe must follow. 
 
“I’m grateful that NALEO provided space and support to have an open dialogue on such an 
important issue that has the attention of our entire nation,” said Hon. Adrian Garcia, Harris 
County Commissioner and NALEO Board Secretary. “The roundtable was an opportunity 
to bring different community perspectives to achieve a common path forward. We agreed that 
body cameras should be non-negotiable for all law enforcement and that the lack of 
transparency and accountability for what happened to Lorenzo Salgado Araujo is making us all 
less safe. Additionally, we are hopeful that the administration will evaluate the training of its 
agents and make improvements. Thanks to my colleagues at the state and local levels for 
participating and again to NALEO for providing a platform for the roundtable.” 
 
“Our United States Constitution guarantees due process and equal protection to all,” said Hon. 
Lesley Briones, Harris County Commissioner and NALEO Lifetime Member. “As a 
lawyer, a former civil court judge, wife, and a mother, nothing is more important to me than 
ensuring Harris County is a safe place for all families, and that everyone’s Constitutional rights 
are protected. I’m proud that NALEO came together to deliver a clear message: we demand full 
transparency and accountability. The Salgado family deserves the truth, and we will seek it.” 
 
“This roundtable reflected a pattern we are seeing repeat in communities across the 
country,” said Erica Bernal-Martinez, CEO of NALEO and NALEO Educational Fund. 



“The death of Lorenzo Salgado Araujo is a profound loss, and it has rightly raised serious 
questions about accountability and oversight in how enforcement actions are carried out. Latino 
elected officials are often the first to hear from families navigating fear and uncertainty in 
moments like this, and NALEO was proud to support their efforts to bring these concerns 
directly to the public. Our communities deserve clarity, due process, and a real accounting of 
what happened, in Houston and wherever similar questions are being raised.” 
 
NALEO’s 43rd Annual Conference was the nation’s largest gathering of Latino elected and 
appointed officials, bringing together nearly 1,000 leaders in Los Angeles to address issues 
facing Latino communities nationwide, including immigration enforcement, election 
administration, and civic representation. 
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About NALEO 
The National Association of Latino Elected and Appointed Officials is the non-partisan leadership 
organization of the nation’s more than 8,000 Latino elected and appointed officials. 
 

 


